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law, or that what took -place was the result
of a gross error, in which case the Atinistet
for Justice miust take the necessary steps to
see that such a thing never occus agan
There is another issue which justifies the
matter being brought forward. WVe all
know that the Crown, under British law, can
do no wrong. We know that there arc
petitions of right where a subject can by a
circuitous route get to the ears of the Crowa
and perhaps secure compensation if he is
fortunate. Lawyers, however, know that.
petitions of right do not often succeed, and
that they do not often lead to financial ad-
justments. At any rate, it is very hard for
any person under our system of justice, teo
get' any recompense from the Crown if
a false charge is laid. That is our
system. We give the police unlze-
striated light to nail borne a Pcharge
that. they may have preferred against
anyone, be that a charge of murder, or even
writing letters. That is thie end of it andi
costs cannot he asked for. In this case it is
terrible to think that this unfortunate
woman should have lost her reputation for
months and that it should have cost htw
£100 or more to clear herself. The nodle
prosequi in itself is not exactly a cleararxc
because it leaves the implication that the
police did not continue the charge for the
reason that there was not sufficient evidence.
Therefore the fact of there being no charce
or conviction is naturally a detriment to
Mrs. Dillon.

Air. Sleeman: Was she brought befor.
the court again after being in the observa-
tion wardI

Mr. NORTH: Yes. When she came our
of the ward she was taken before the police
court, a prima facie case was made out, and
she was committed for trial. That was
mentioned in the newspapers. It meant that
the filthy letters were read out to the courr
and the unfortunate woman was labelled
with them at that time. I do not kno-A
whether any member has any knowledge of
the letterq, hut even in the absence of tho
member for Forrest (Miss Holman), 1
would not presume to read one word of thenm
to this House. To do so, T think, would
shock even the hardened members that I see
sitting around me.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do not look at me,
Anyhow.

Mr- NORTH: It has. been a terrible affai-
and it was worse from the fact that she was

ai married womian. lied it been a man that
11as concerned, it would have beet-ihAd

euiougIl. I have said sufficient to show thnr
there is something wrong. I do not think
any, one will deny that my statement abo-ir
0], mnental ward can be proved, and if it is
true, an inquiry should be made for the sake
ol' the good namte of the State, the safety ol"i
it'4 citizens and the order of justice in future.

On motion hy the Minister for Police, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned as 10.18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4,30
p in, and read prayers.

QUESTION-ALBANY HARBOUR
BOARD ACT.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Why has no proclamation been
issued bringing into force the Mlbany lHar-
bour Board Act, which was assented to in
December, 19267 2, When is it proposect to
proclaim the Act?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) aind (2), The position has remained
unchanged since the 25th October last, when
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the hon. member was informed that the un-
dertaking given to Parliament and to the
people of Albany was that the Act would
be proclaimed when local conditions justified
the inauguration of a board. The matter is
bilil binug investigated, and it is expected
that :1 decision will shortly be reached.

MOTION-VERMLIN ACT.

To disallowo Regulation 93 (d).

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the following motion by Hon. V.
Hamersiy-

That Rlegutlation 93d, maide under the Vermin
Act, 1918, published in the "Government Gaz-
ette'' of filth November, 1928, and laid on
the Table of this House on the 13th instant.
be anti is§ h:rcby disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M1.
Drew-Central) [4.32]: In 1925 an amend-
ment of the Vermin Act was introduced with
the object of providing funds for the
destruction of dingoes, eaglchawks and
foxes. This was introduced as a result of
strong pressure brought to bear upon the
Ministry, the bodies responsible being the
Pastoralists' Association, and the Primary
Producers Association of Western Austra-
lia. Previous Governments were approached
to draft a Bill with that object in view, but
nothing was done until the present Ministry
assumed the reins of power. This Govern-
ment on the asurance, as previous Govern-
ments were assured, that the industries con-
cerned would submit to taxation to cover
the cost of administration, decided to com-
ply with the request, and a Bill was intro-
duced, passed and became law. It was gen-
erally regarded as a fair measure. In fact,
its first principle was that the Treasury
should not benefit in any way by the pro-
posed taxation; the proceeds were to go into
a fund that was provided for under the
measure, and the fund was to be established
in the Department of Agriculture and was
not to be used for any other purpose. That
undertaking has been carried out by the Gov-
ernment. Section 100 (a) of Subsection 3
of the Vermin Act Amendment Act of 1926
reads-

All rates recovered under this section s hall
be pair] to the crtdit of an account to be kept
at the Tren'niry. and after payment of the
costs of eoillct ion and subject tM regulation
shall be ap-lied under the direction of the
Minister in payment of such uniform benos

for the destruction of wild dogs, eagle hawks
and foxes, and such other vrmi as may be
prescribed..

Moreover, it was provided in. the measure
that the pastoral and agricultural industries
sliould each have a representative on the
board of three, and that the board should
practically control the administration of the
funds. Notwithstanding these provisions,
many persons connected with o of the
organisations to which I have referred circu-
lated political propaganda, and in some in-
stances, )Iot a great number, they broadcast
throughout the agricultural districts the
statement that this was a new form of tna-
tion levied upon the farmers, that it was
oppressive and another burden on the in-
dustry, and that Consolidated Revenue would
benefit by the result. In consequence of the
Audi tor-General signifying that certain
amounts could not he paid except they were
brought under a regulation, a regulation was
framed to permit of legitimate expenses in-
cidental to the administration by the hoard
being charged against the fund. The suc-
cess of the Act -was dependent upon efficient
administration, and as everyone must realise,
efficient administration cannot be secured
without some expenditure. An effort has
been made by Mr. Hamersay to have this
regulation disallowed on the ground that it is
ultra vires. Ile states that the Act lays
down that money for the administration of
the measure shall be provided by Parlia-
ment. I referred this point to the Solicitor-
General, who has written to me as follows:

The regulation in question baa nothing to
do with moneys appropriated by Parliament
for ihe purposes of the Act, and Section 1.0
does nt apply. It relates to rates levied
which, subjet to regulations, are to be ap-
plied in payment of bonuses, etc. Section 100
(a) was inserted in the prireipal Act by the
amending Act No. 29 of 1025, It is therefore
a part of the principal Act as reprinted in
the Appendix of the volume for 19M~. BY Se-
tion 131 the Governor has power to make All
'nirl, regullations ns are necssary or conven-ent
to gin' effet to the Art. As Section inn (a)
is a part of the Act power to make resulatin,,s
exteilds to that section as well as to all other
setion.

The section I hare just read gives the Gov-
ernor power to make regulations prescribing
mnatters. which by the Act are required or
permitted to be done, or which it may be
necessary or convenient to prescribe in order
to give effect to the Act. The regulation to
which Mr. Eamnersley objects says that sub-
ject to the regulations for the payment of
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bonuses, all rates imposed and recovered
shall he charged with the expenses incidental
to the administration. It is clear there is
nothing in the regulation inconsistent with
the Act. What are the expenses incidental
to the administration of the measure? They
are the cost of bringing scalps to Perth, and
travelling expenses of members of the board
to Perth where they meet in conference from
time to time. I think these can honestly be
regarded as incidental to the administration.
The Department of Agriculture have sup-
plied me 'with some information on this
point, and I will read it to the House-

Prior to the amendment to the Vermin Act
to provide for the collection of a fund for the
payment of bonuses on wild dogs, foxes anl1
eagle-hawks, scalps were destroyed by the vari-
ous Vermin Boards and under this system there
was ample evidence to show that bonuses wecre
being paid for fsr more dogs than were aeta-
ally destroyed, and there is no doubt that this
method cost the State many thousands of
pounds. The Vermin Advisory Board being
conivinced of this, strongly recommiended that
scalps should be seat to heart office for destruc-
tion andl arc of opinion that the expense in
connectioa with seading thenm down was a
reasoable charge to the fund and this action)
was taken, and the Solicitor General was re-
quested to put up thle regulation tinder discus-
sion. It was also considered reasonable by
the Vermin Advisory Board that the expenses
of the members of the board should be charged
to this fund. The regulation covers transport
charge,% on scalps and the cepeses of a mem-
ber of the board, but not of public o7heers,
It is pointed out that it would only he reason-
able to charge the salary of one omffeer of the
Vermin Branch to tis fund as practically the
whole of his time is taken up with the work
entailed through the adnministration of the
fundf, hot no charge iii this connection has been
made.

J will read the items which wvere charged
for during the year 199-7-28.

Ho0n. H. Stewart: Prior to the regulation
being in operation?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Before the
regulations were in operation. The Auditor
General declared it would he necessary to
have a regulation so that he could 1)855 the
items.

Hon. H. Stewart: Will that be retrospec-
tive?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The regula-
tion ran he retrospective.

Hon. El. Stewart:- For how long will this,
be made retrospective?,

The CHIEF SECRETARY:- For the car-
riage of scalps the cost was £65 16g. id.,
miscellaneous expenses £1 7s. 8d.; the ex-

peases, of a member of the hoard, allowance!
£11, fares £17 18s. 10d., total £28 l~s. 10d.,
grand total £96 2s. Gd. The board has con-
sidered it advisable-the board represent5
the ioasloral industry, the agricultural in-
dustry and the Department of Agriculture
-to bring scalps to Perth for inspection.
We do not want H repetition of the experi-
ejite of South Australia. A policemn there
made thousands of' pounds out of the Gov-
ernmnent by' a it e' er system otf fraud. He
kept onl hand a. supply of scalps, and sent iii
VOuchieln ti-inn timle to tiiL- inl Mythical
W)IPMiie, andi WvAS able to collect the
inone , hiseilf le is at present in goal.
In many instances inl Western Australiv
there is reason to tjtlicv that bogus scalpe
were made use of tinder tile old system,
and that hbonuses were collected for them. I
know of one instauce myself of a mnan whoj
receimved a sentence of' three years' imprison-
mejit for "'manufacturingO' sc-alps. That waE
mnany years ago. Despite the fact that a
special fund has been created to provide thE
money rninired to inept the expenditnre in-
volved in exterminating- pests that ave doing
so mjuch damage in the agricultural and
pastoral districts, it is now soughit, by the
motion moved by Mr. Hamersley, to pre-
vent the Government dedlucting froni the
fund the costs incidental to the administra-
tion of that fund. I do not know why flit
general taxp~ayer should have to bear that
particular burden. It is; not a large amount,
hut an important principle is involved, It
was never intended that the general tax-
paver should carry that burden, and the
logical sequence to the establishmnent of a
separate fund for thme proceeds of thm~eri'

tax for the destruction of vermin, is that the
fund should be debited with the cost inci-
dental to the admission of the fund. On the
other hand, had it been stipulated that the
pnwceeds of the tax should go into Consoli-
dated Revenue, then that revenue could
jiustly be called upon to bear all the ex-
penses in connection with the administra-
tion of the mneasure. In such eases where the
proceeds go into revenue, the whole co~d
of administration i.s regarded as a charge
against revenue. In this instance appeal.,
wvere made to the Government to come to the
rescue of those who were suffering because
of tile depredations of vermin, and an a.-
surance given that the scheme would be fin-
anced by those who made the request. In
those cilercumtances, it seems to me that if
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not the whole of the cost of administration,
.at any rate the costs incidental to ad-
ministration, siuch as those I have referred
to, should be bornc by the scheme. I am
perfectly certain that Mr. Hanersley is not
aware of the circumstances, and he is pro-
bably under the impress ion that, for in-
stance, the labour of every clerk who had
anything whatever to do with the carrying
out of the scheme, was charged up against
the proposition. That is not so. If he
thinks that, I shall be much surprised.
Any attempt to disallow the regulation in
view of the facts I have placed before the
House, would he nothing less than a re-
pudiation of a contract and I do not think
any ba,. member, including Mr. Hamters-
ley, would lend himself to that. T do not
think it necessary to say any snore. In view
of what I have said, I am convinced that
Mr. Hameraley will withdraw his motioni.

HOW. H. STEWART (South-East)
[4.50]: Wheu the Vermin Act Amendment
Act of 1925 was before Parliament, it will
be recollected that certain sections of the
community sought to have the tax imposed
in order to protect themselves, and many
people who were not directly affected by
the depredations of the vermin were called
upon to pay that tax to further the
general good of those who were af-
fected. The smaller agriculturists wvere
exempted front the tax, but the' ag-ri-
culturists who held lame holdings of
land and the pastoralists had to shoulder
the imtpost that was levied. The Crown
lands are generally breeding gro~unds for
vermin and nothing is done by the Glovern-
mnent to eradicate the pests.

Hon. Y. Hamerslcy. The Government
have not done anything in that direction.

Hon. H. STEWART: The 1925 amend-
ing Act was passed to assist the pastoralists
and agrienlturists, particularly those in the
outback areas, who were being harassed by
wild dogs, eagle hawks and foxes. As the
result of their efforts to exterminate those
pests, assets of the State, in which the gen-
eral taxpayer is interested, were protected,
and so the State as a whole benefited to .9
greater extent than is represented by the
cost of administration of the fund. See-
tion 1O0n, which was included in the 192.5
amending Act, authorised the striking of a

(06]

special rate for the destruction of vermin,
and Subsection 3I of that section reads-

All rates recovered nader this section shall
be paid to the credit of an account to be kept
at the Dep~artment of Agriculture, and, subject
to regulation, shall be applied under the direc-
tion of the Minister in payment of such uni-
form bonuis for the destruction of wild dogs,
eagle-hawks and foxes, and such other vermin,
as may be prescribed.

That is the only reference to be found to
the use to which the money shall he
applied. Subsection 4 empowers th-e
Minister to appoint an honorary advis-
ory board of three persons to assist in the
administration of the fund, one member to
be the representative of the pastoralists,
one, of the agriculturists, and the third
member, the chairman, to be an officer of
the Agricultural Department. When that
amending Act was before Parliament the
clear intention was that the tax should he
utilised for the purposes sat out in Sub-
section 3. Now the regulation that has been
framed, and which it is sought to disallow,
raises it phase that was not considered when
tlie legislation wa~s passed. When we eon-
.sidci the benefit that the extermination of
the vermin Confers upon the rest of the
Stalte, I think the regulation should be dis-
allowed.

HON. J. 3. HOLMES (North) [4.55): 1
hanve had something to do wvith this measure
from its inception. In my opinion, the
Chief Secretary has; correctly stated the
case. Requests were rev cived from the pas-
toralists end agricultuarists for the estab-
liashment of a special fund out of which
b~onuses could he paid for the destruction
of 4iogs, eagle-hawks and foxes. Now the
ALuditor General has refused to pass ac-
couints debited egnianst the fund amounting
top approximately C100, and it is sought by
the newv regulation to permit those legiti-
mate charges being levied against the fund.
In view of the amount of the fund, I think
the small sum involved is hardly worth
quibbling about. The expenditure, running,
into about Q100, has been incurred prin-
eipally in bringing the scalps to Perth, in
nrder that the members of the honorary
hoard iiht satisfy themnselves. that the
funds contributd by the pastoralists and
agricultnrists have been properly distri-
buted. The Minister has told us what hap-.
pened in South Australia and elsewhere. In
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view of the explanation of the Minister, I
think it is only fair that the incidental
charges be haa indicated should be debited
against the fund. We must recollect that
the fund runs into many thousands of
pounds and has been administered 'with no
cost to the agriculturist or pastoraliat. The
board consists of & Government officer and
two honorary members. The latter receive
no payment whatever, except travelling ex-
penses. In view of the fact that the pastor-
alists and agriculturists requested the Gov-
ernment to impose the tax, that the Gov-
ernment collect the tax and administer the
funds through the honorary board at no
cost to those concerned, it is as well to re-
member that it was pointed out at the out-
set that there would be no cost against the
State, because the fund would be in a posi-
tion to mneet expenses. In view of that, I
do not think we should quibble about the
rgulation. It is only a fair thing that the

incidental charges incurred in order to pro-
tect the fund should be paid by the fund,
and in those circumstances the regulation
should be allowed.

HON. V. HAMEBBLEY (East-in reply)
[4.58] 1: I do not know whether this is a
special move to relieve the Agricultural De-
partment of the responsibility for debits
amounting to £100 or so. I certainly an-
derstana that the reaenlation means that the
whole cost of the administration incurred
by the 'department wvill be included
in the debits against the fund. When the
special tax was agreed to, as mentioned by
Mr. Stewart, it was understood that a uni-
form rate was to be imposed upon many
people who had banded themselves to-
gether to form dingo clubs, ant]
fro, in mnany instanee3. pniv bonuses for the'

destruction of dogs or other vermin, It was
necessary, however, that there should be n
uniform rste and so bring all into line. The
Act specially stipulated that the whole of the
funds should be distributed in that particu-
lar way'. Why now cannot the department
do their share? In the Crown colony days.
and for many years afterwards, the Govern-
ment id a fair thing by way of giving
bonuses for scalps, but we gradually got
to that stage where the Government were
being appealed to from all directions because
of the increase in the number of vermin.
Governments were not too favourably in-

cluned. The understanding was that th
whole of the money collected was to b
distributed and that the Government shoal
bear the cost of administration. That is tb
[east the Glovernment cani do, The destrw(
tion of vermin is of national benefit in thg
it renders Crown lands much more useft
and must result in improving the nations
a.-set. Thus whilst the settlers are hearin
the cost of ridding the country of pests, th
State ;ihould shoulder the expenses of admir
istration. The proposed regulation will re
lieve the Government of that. To me the re
gulation appears tar-reaching.

The Chief Secretary: Not all the costs o
administration.

lion. V. IIAMEHSLEY: It say----UshaI
be charged with the expenses of the admin
istration of that section." I feel sure tha
the expenses will grow and that the funi
specially contributed by one section of thi
community will he filched and will not b
returned to carry out the purpose for whiel
it wvas subscribed. We know how depart
vments grow and I fear that the rate will havn
to be increased. I hope the House wil
maintain that the fund shall be distributei
iii the manner in which Parliament origin
ally intended.

Question put and negatived.

BILL--LAND ACT AMENDMEXNT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day, the Hon,
J.' Cornell in the Chair, the Chief Secretarj5
in charge of the Bill.

(lause 1-Short title:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I would like tc
thank the Chief Secretary for allowing this
mnatter to stand over from yesterday. Pnior
to the Passing of the 1917 Act, the rate in
tlhe Kiinberleys was 10s. per 1,000 acre,
and if the lessees stocked the country it was
reduced to 5s. The 1917 Act cut out the 5s.
reduction and the minimum was fixed at 10s.
pecr thousand acres. At that time the beef
industry was in a good condition and no one
protested against the increase. Subsequently,
however, the beef market went to pieces and
holders, of leases got into difficulties. To
get over that the Act was amended in 1926
to provide that where anyone was assRessed at
10s. his, case should be considered, and a
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reassessment of rental was agreed upon, but
the amendment did not provide for reassess-
ment when the rental was 10s. or over,
The point that was overlooked then should
be rectified. A deputation waited upon the
Premier, and he promised to give the matter
favourable consideration. I know that an
amnendmnent cannot he moved in this Bill,
but I would like the Minister to make a
note of it. The point missed then was this.
that where holders were charged more
than 10s. per 1,000 acres, the minimum was
10s. and although they were charged more
than 10s. because they had slightly better
country than those who were paying 10s.,
they got no relief. I will give an illustra-
tion by referring to the country I ssn in-
terested in, which is partly in the North-
jern Territory of South Australia, and partly
in Western Australian territory. The boun-
dary has never been defined, and whilst we
pay 15s. per 1,000 acres in Western Austra-
lia, a rate that I do not object to, we
pay to the Northern Territory s. 3d. per
1,006 acres. Moreover, the Northern Territory
authorities will do almost anything for you,
even to extending the leases to any date
you like, so long as you promuise to con-
tinue in occupation. I hope that next year
an amendment will be made so that those
people who are payig 10,s. or more per
thousand ill get some consideration.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As soon as
aHausard"l is published I -will take an early
opportunity of doing what T have done al
along, that is, to send a topy of the hon.
member's remarks to the Minister for Lands.
In addition to that, when Cabinet gives
consideration to a proposal to amendl the
Act, I will draw the attention of m1y col-
leagues to the suggestion oh' the hon. mnembler.

clause put and pas-sed.

Clause 2-Pastoral leases:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I miove an
amendment--

That in liac 5 of Sabelause f1) the 'wards
"9north Of the 2OthL panlel" be struck oat
and "in thep Kimberlev Division'' be inswrt~I
in lieu.

There was an amendment made to this (-lause
in another place and Mr. Lovekin drew
attention to its effect. It set out that an
application must be made for a new lease
not later than three month;, or in the case
of leases north of the 20th parallel. six
month! after the comnmencement of the Act.

The clause now does not say whether it
is south latitude or not; there is no refer-
ence to latitude at all, I brought the mat-
ter under the notice of the Under Secretary
for Lands who suggested that "Kimberley
Division" Should be inserted instead. The
amendment therefore would put the matter
in order.

Amendm eat put and passed; the clause,
asi amended, agreed to,

Clause 3, Title--agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time end returned to the
Assembly with an amendlment.

BILL-HOSPITAL FUND,

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Ron. .
Cornell in the Chair; the Honorary Min-
ister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-Interpretation:

The CHAiIMAN: An amendment had
beet moved to strike out all the words after
the ligures -1902" in the definition of "in-
come."

Ron. A. LOVEKtIN: I am expressing the
views of several members when I suggest to
the Chief Secretary that tis Bill should be
placed at the end of the Notice Paper. IL
will then become a lapsed Bill and can be
taken up again nest session. The sele-1
e-oimittee desired to dissociate the collecting
~authority fromn the distributing authority,
to eliatinate the £40,000 a year which,
'a rder the Bill, is to be paid to private hoa.

1iitrtts, anid substitute paying wards in V~u
publie hospitals. In view of the evidence
givex by the Commissioner of Taxation that
there are point' in the Bill which ought to
be elucidated before we proceed with it, I
respectfully a-, the Chief Secretary to)
allow the course I havv suggested to be
taken. Very little time will be lost, becam-e
the Minister for Health has already stated
that the Bill cannot be proclaimed an Ac
until March next, when it is expected that
Parliament will have re-assembled. If 1-h.-
Bill goes through as it stands it will do thii
House no credit.

The CHIfEF SECRETARY: I reg&ret I
cannot accept the suggestion. The Minister
in charge has his instrtitioiis from the Gov-
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erment, n1amely, that he should proceed
with the measure. A Yew days ago the hon.
mewber said if hie was granted a select cota-
'aittee, lie would be able to lick the Bill into
shape in a short period. The select comn-
mnittee hats met, and has reported. It seems
to ine the hon. mnember ought to carry out
die work to its logical conclusion.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We dealt -with t he
principles, not the details, of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: I have allowed Mr.
Lovekin to mnake a statement, and the Chief
Secretary to reply, but the proceedings are
out of order.

TIhe Honorary Minister: May I make a
statement?7

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
The HONORARY MINISTER: What

Mr. Lovekin has said about this becoming UL
lapsed Bill is not quite correct. The MNti-
inter for Health has announced it is not hk,
intention to proclaim the Bill until March
next, because of the time it would take to
put the necessary machinery into operation.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do not split straws;
it amounts to the samie thing.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Th-~
hon. member also said the Bill could be dealt
with next session.

H1ot. 0. W. Miles: So it will be.
The HONORARY MINISTER : Thim

G1overnment have decided that there shall
he a special session for one specific purpose
only.

Hion. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Then they
will get no Hospital 1311l.

The HONORARY M1INISTER:- That
rests with hon. members. If the Bill is no t

dealt with until the next general session, the
revenue 'will be lost for 3.2 months. I am
to-day in receipt of at letter from the Perth
Hospital, as a result of a hoard meeting held
this afternoon. It is as follows:-

At a meeting of the board of management
held this afternoon the financial position of
the hospital was discussed, and I was directed
by the meeting to adise you that there arc
still October accounts Imountinlg to £1,621 Un-
paid. To this would be added the November
trading account, f2,695, unpaid, makcig a
total of £4316. Even when the .lanuary sub-
sivy from the Government is to hand, it will
not Ie possible to pay the accounts.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why bring down the
Bill at this late hour?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Thia; d1-
closes a serious state of affairs.

Rlon. H. Stewart: Why should this1
brought up now-I

The HONORARY MINISTER: I 'war
to show the serious position of the hospital
in the metropolitan area.

]ion. 11. Stewart: If that was a eountr
hospital the local people would make a rail
and find the money.

H1on. 1H. A. Stephenson: Is that any rea
,,on why we should pass a Bill if we do no
consider it either fair or just?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Nc
Something mus4t be done for the hospitals ii
the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If you knew that yo'
should hare brought down the Bill long ago

Hon. Sir E~dward Wittenoom: Reduce thi
oxPenditure.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If th,
Bill is not dealt with until the next genera
sesston, there will be a delay of 12 months.

Hon. G. W. Miles:- Why cannot it be deali
with in March?

The HONORARY MINISTER:. Thi
select committee was agreed to on a certaic
understanding, and their report was adopted
Tine Solicitor General has been coniulted
upon the proposed amendments. They hart,
also been referred to the Commissioner ol
Taxation. I am advised that both offieer-
say that the Bill is a perfectly worlrahk,
measunre. Mr. Sayer says it is the result of
(onsultation between him, Mr. Walker, and
Dr. Stow. Most of Mr. Lovekin's amend-
mont, deal with the drafting of the Bill.
Can it be suggested that the draftsmanship
is better than that of the Parliamentary
Draftsman? Of all his amendments there
are two I would be prepared to accept,
although one of these amounts to repetition.
T would accept them to satisfy the hou.
member.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I do not want to 6i'
satisfied.

The HTONORARY MIISTER: Those
two amendments and my amen dments are
all that are necessary to carry out the
recommendations of the select committee

Hon. A. J1. HI. Saw: Are the amendments
I have on the Notice Paper not of any
value?

The HONORARY MfTNISTER: Thev
can he considered.

lion. A. X. H. Saw: You said those you
referred to are the only ones that will giv?
effect to the recommendations of the select
committee.
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Hon. A. Lovekin: They do not count.
The HONORARY M1INISTER: I have

not said that. -Members should not try to
trip me up when I am making a statement.

Hon. J. J. Holmnes: You are making a
speech, not a statement.

The HRONORARY IiXSTER : The
ailnendmentA on the Notice Paper will re-
ceive consideration. I am advised there is
no necessity for Dr. Saw's amendments.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow any
further discussion alone these lines. Both
Mr. Loveldn and the Chief 'Secretary were
out of oraer, but I allowed them to make
statements, and now the Honorary Minister
has said the Bill must be proceeded with
Members must devote their attention to
the measure.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: In order to test the
position, I will not move that the Chairman
leave the Chair, but will take the extraord-
inary course of moving that progress be
now reported. I have no desire to take the
business out of the hands of the Govern-
ment. I adopt this course in order to test
the feeling of the Committee on the question)
'whether this Bill should be allowed to be-
come a lapsed Bill. I mov-

That progress be reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 15
Noes

Majority for

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. J1. P. Brown
Hon. J. T. Franklin
Hon. WV. T. Gisbeeo
Hon. V. Hameraley
Hon. V. aE Harris
Ron. J1. J. Holmes
Hon. G. A. Reinpton

Hon. 3-. M. Drew
Ron- JT. Ewing
Hon. G. Fraser
lion. WV. H. Mieon
Hon. J1. Nicholson
Hon. A. J. Ia Saw

LYR

1013

a.

Hon. Sit W. L
Hon. A. Losek
Hon. W. J. Mi
Hon. 0. W. Ki
Hon. H. A. Stop]
Hon. Sir E. Wit
Hon. E. Ros

I.

Hon. aL Seddo
Hon. a1 Stews
H-on. C. B, Wil
Hon. a. J: Ye'
Hon. E. 9. On

4

ini

lea
Canson

tetoorn

'AS

land

y:
(Tatter.)

Motion thus passed.

Progress reported.

BILL--LIOENSIIG ACT AMENDKNT
(No. 2.)

Second Beading.

HOW. A. WOVEEIN (Mfetropolitan
[5.36] in moving the second reading said:
I have a very few words to say on this BillI,
which is a one-clause measure. It seeks to
postpone the prohibition referendun for a
further period. The question whether pro-
hibition is good or is bad does not arise at
the present timne. A referendum was takena
in 1925, and the people then refused pro-
hibition by practically a two to one major-
ity. That referendum cost the country some
£15,000. If there were any indication that
a change of opinion had come over the peo-
ple I would not move the second reading of
this. Bill, because I consider that die people
ought to have a voice on a question of that
sort, and I should be loth to interfere with
an Act already in force. But it seems to
me that public opinion, instead of having
veered further towards prohibition, has gone
further away from it by reason Of the good
work done by the Licenses Reduction Board,
who have closed a number of licensed prem-
ises which were undesirable and which
caused numerous persons to vote for pro-
hibition. There is no indication of a de-
mand for another poil, and so it would be
utter waste of money to embark another
£C15,000 in taking a vote of the people,
which would probably be more abortive than
the last. If we wait for a further periodl,
public opinion may veer round in another
direction; the swing of the pendulum may
take place, as; it does in these matters, and
then it will be time toi spend the money. We
have just had a Hospital Fund Bill in con-
nection with which we were told by the
Honorary Mfinister that the hospitals arc
languishing for funds and do not know how
to carry on, and that a ward has been clo~ied
in the Perth Hospital; and it is suggested
that wve should spend on a referendum an-
other £15,000 which could be much better
applied to iieetinux the needs of the boe-
pitals.

Hon. II. Stewart: Be consistent and with-
draw your Bill at this late hour of the ses-
sion.

Hon. A. LOVFKIN: It is a Bill which
bon. members can eas~ily grasrp. It is not a
complicated measure like the Hospital Fund
Bill. It is yes or no whether we shall take
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another poll on this question in a Year's
time and spend £15,000 which is badly
needed for hospitals. If there were any
chance of success as regards prohibition, .1
would not be moving the second reading
of the Bill; but I am not prepared to waste
£15,000 when moncy is so badly needed for
the Perth Hospital and the Children's Hos-
pital. I shall not labour the question fur-
flier, but move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

RON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.40).
We have heard a great deal in this Cham-
ber about the way in which Bills and other
business are delayed until the end of the
session. I wish to apply that comment to
the present Bill. Here is a measure sprung
on the House, a surprise Bill, at the end oP
the session; and bon. members are suddenly
asked to decide whether the people of the
State are or are not to be given the op-
portunity granted to them by the licensing
measure of 1922, of expressing their opinion
on this most important subject. The mover
of the Bill has not advanced a single argu-
ment against that right. It is a very
serious thing to interfere with such a right.
T want to hear arguments why the people
should not be allowed to express their opin-
ion on what is, after all, a burning question
of the day. Despite the volume of propo-
ganda, which has been indulged in persis-
tently and consistently during the past few
weeks, .T say that to bring in a Bill of this
description at this hour represents an at-
tempt to filch a right f romn the people. In
the circumstances I1 shall, later, move a six-
months amendment. Considering the han-
dicaps of a 3D per cent. vote and a three-
fifths majority, the opportunity that exists
might well be preserved to the people who
are fighting to advance the cause of pro-
hibition, even though they will enter into
the contest with their hands tied behind
their baeks by reason of those conditions.
To deprive them of that right seems to me
an attempt to interfere with the principle
of fairplay which should guide public
affairs.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Do you suggest that
those people are in a minority?

Hon. H. SEDDON: I do not think that
consideration enters into the question at
all. It is a question of the right of the

peupte to decide with regard to prohibition
I hope the House wilt assist me to dischsrgo
the Bill from the Notice Paper, so that thi
right given in 1925 to the people of decid
ing the prohibition question when the ocn
casion comes round, may be preserved.I
move an amendment-

That the word "now" be struck out, am
"this day six months'' added to thme motion

RON. SIR WEULAJ IZATHLAfI (Met.
ropolitan-Suburban) [5.43]: 1 second th(
amendment, and wish to express my surprisi
at the action of the hon. member who moved
the second reading in endeavouring to pre,
vent something of which he has been tI(
foremost champion in this Chamber, namel3
the keeping of a promise. There has beer
placed on the statute book an Act which
sets out that a poll shall he taken upon B
certain date on the question of prohibition
The hon. member now desires to repudiate
that Act, and to dish onour the promise
which Parliament has made. What would
have been the position if 'Mr. Seddon, in-
stead of moving that the Bill be read a sec-
ond time this day six mouths, hadl moved
the insertion of "119290" in place of " 41935" 9
I am not concerned about the principle of
prohibition. Personally I do not think the
time is ripe for it yet. T am concerned,
however, about a definite promise given to
people who hare every right to expect it
to be carried out, especially seeing that it
was made by the Parliament of the country.
It is all very well to belittle the efforts of
those people, but they represent a large sec-
tion of the residents of this State. The
question of prohibition does not enter into
the matter. I regaird promises in the same
light as does the hon. member who moved
the second reading of the Bill, and in this
instance a definite promise was, given to the
people, with the res ilt that they are entitled
to retain the Act as it stands at present.
One important point hag arisen during the
controversy, however, and it is refreshing
to find that quite a large number of people,
both in Parliament and out of it, are at
last concerned about the expenditure con-
fronting the Government. It is about the
first time I can remember having noticed
ainy particular interest on the part of such
people in that important question. I believe
that the Act should remain as it is, and I
support the amndment.
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110N. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) r5.47]: I intend to support the
BiIJl. 1 throw myrelt on the sympathy of
both sides of the House, because I find my-
self in a great difficulty. In the first place,
I do not believe in prohibition, and I do not
think any State in Australia would carry a
vote in its favour.

Hon. Sir Willilam Lathlain: We all think
that.

Ron. a. H. Brown: Then why waste
money on the referendum!

Hon. Sir EDWARD WVITTEXOOM; In
fact, it is my opinion that if the people
of America had the opportunity to expres.i
their views on the question to-day, they
would not vote in favour of prohibition.
Ai Sir William Lathlain has said, a section
was included in the amending Act setting-
out that the question should be placed be-
fore the electors of the State at five-yearly
intervals after 192.5. However, Y do not go
so far as Sir William does in his views,
because Parliament can do anything. It ii

true that Parliament embodied that provi--
sion in the amending Act. Parliament can
include any conditions desired, and can
make amendments to any such conditionat
If it is regarded as of advantage to the
people, Parliament can amend an Act at any
time. In this instance, considering all th,!
circumstances, it would be wise to amend
the Licensing Act in the direction proposed.
I would like to see the promise embodied
in the Act given effect to; hut to do so
would be futile, and would cost a lot of
money. It will not help to carry prohibitioii
forward at all, and in the circumstances I7
support the Bill.

HON. H. STEWART (South-Nest)
[5.49]: I support the amendment. I ari
astounded that Mr, Lovekin, who has pro-
tested strenuously year in, year out, against
such actions as he himself has taken thi,-;
afternoon, should have allowed himself to
be placed in such a position. In introduc-
ing the Bill at this late stage, the eon sidera-
tion of a measure of much greater import-
once has been delayed. There is no reason
why the Bill, as now presented to the Rouse,
should not have been placed before us at -,
much earlier stage of the session when it
could have been properly discussed. It i
not that the Bill contains a great number o!
clauses1 but we should remember that in
Parliament should he reposed the right of

free di2 enssion. We should be able to
secure the opinion of the great body of the
electors. The Licensing Act of 1911 wvent
some way towards meeting the views
of a large section who favoured liquor
reformt and local option. The amend-
ing Act of 1922 did not please the temper-
once reformers to the extent they had de-
sired, but they consented to the abolition of
the local option sections because they eoa-
sidered they were to get something that
suited them better. It is al very well to,
say that Parliament can alter a measure it
has placed on the statute-book. That is
quite true, but in this istance there was a
moral obligation imposed upon members of
the House who participated in the discusi-
sions when the amending Act was passed-
Mr. Lovekin was one of those who fough t
to the utmost to place every restriction pos-
sible in the way of those who advocated pro-
hibitioni. However, it is well known that
those in favour of liquor -reform were sold
a pup on that occasion;, they considercei
they were getting munch mome than they actu-
ally did get. On this occasion they arc be-
ing sold-

Ron- A. J_ HI. Saw: A litter!
Hion. H1. STEWART: That is the posi

tion. It is niot fair. Such methods will no:;
inspire confidence in Parliament. I know
that it is useless for a few of us in this,
House to protest against anything that
comes forward in connection with the liquor
trade. Everything in that category that
comes hefore Parliament is backed up with
so much lobbying that it baa filled me 'with
intense contempt for those associated with
the liquor trade. 1I ani astounded that, all-
powerful though they seem to be, they still
see fit to adopt that attitude in connection
with legislation. If similar action had been
taken by the Australian Labour Party or in
connection with any other political organisa-
tion, there would have been an exposure in
the public Press.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I do not think that is;
fair.

Ron. IT. STEWART: Wen the Licens-
ing Hill of 1922 was before this Chiambev.
T was filled with the utmost disgust at 11r-
unseemly lobbying that took place. On this
of-casion it would be but fair and reasonable
for the amendment to be adopted, so that
next session a Bill of this description might
he considered, and full and free discussiont
permitted, That would afford the general



[C'OUNCIL.]

public an opportunity to give expression to
their views& I do not know that prohibition
will be carried during the course of my life-
time, and we can afford to be fair. Merely
because the minority is weak, disorganised.
unlinancial and -without political power, fur-
nishes no reason why those comprising that
section of tin' counnunity should be squelehe i
and debarred front a reasonable opportunity.
to express their views.

HON. J. OORNiEIL (South) [5.551:
1 resent the remarks of Mr. Stewart re-,
garding pressure being brought to bear on
members and lobbying being carried on by
the liquor trade in this House. Those al-
legations have no foundation in fact.

Mlembers: Hear, hear!I

Ron. J. CORNELL: Thu only communi-
cations I have received have been a letter
from the liquor trades embodying a set of
prohibition figures -without any comment
wvhatever, and a very long screed, full of
comment and wails, from the prohibition
side. That is the full extent to which either
side has approached me. Years ago I learnt
my lesson of political pressure being brought
to bear on me to alter my convictions. I
resent the statements made by _Mr. Stewart
even if I speak for myself alone. One
would think that an act of sacrilege was
being attempted by introducing such a
measure. The measure is simple in its issue
and requires but little education on the part
of members to appreciate what it mneans..
On former occasions I hare said, and T
repeat now, that if a Bill were introduced in
this Chamber to secure the abolition of the
prohibition poii altogether, I would accord
it enthusiastic support. It has been said
that because the existing legislation pro-
rides for a prohibition poll to be taken in
11923 and every fifth year thereafter, wv
would he guilty of repudiation if we altewdol
the legislation now. What was the result of
the last prohibition pooll 1 Out of a total of
118,473 electors, a majority of 35.7,31 east
their vqles against prohibition- On the last
occasion tbu only purpose that the pro-
hibition poll served was to create a lot of
trouble and to make many good friends had
friends. The general trend of all liquor poiis
in Australia has been totally against proo-
hibition. The only place in which pro-
hibition has been tried out was in the
Federal territory, under an ordinance; and

at thu hirbt opportunity the electors got to
vote on the issue, they voted in favour of
the Federal territory conforming to the laws
obtaining in other parts of the Common-
wealth. In New Zealand, where they haw,
prohibition provinces, at a local option poll
in 1923, there were 673,00 votes cast, and
only 36,000 were against the proposal. At a
similar poll this year when 681,936 votes
were east, there was, a majority of 132,000
against the proposal. I am going to vote
against the amendment. I should welcome
to-morrow an opportunity to vote against
prohibition. In that I amn backed up by some
of the highest constitutional authorities in
Australia. It is held that if prohibition was
attained by poll in any State of Australia, it
could not be put into operation, because the
Federal Constitution is against it. The pro-
hibition poll is in the form of a referen-
da. There was a time when I grasped the
principle of the referendum in both hands.
But I have now come to the conclusion that
a referendum is a convenient vehicle in which
members of Parliament jettison responsi-
bilitv and throw it on to people who know
noting about it. We as Parliamentarians,
should not hide behind the specious plea of a
referendum.

HON. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [6.21: With other members, I
strongly depreciate the late hour at which
the Bill has been brought down. But that
does not move me to vote for the amend-
ment. So far as I know, no pressure what-
ever has been brought to bear upon this
House. Certainly no pressure has been
brought to bear on me, either by the pub-
licans (or by the prohibitionists. The
reason why I intend] to vote against the
amendment is really the interests of the
prohibition people tlieniselves.- I econsidi-r
the taking of a prohibition poll next year
or the year after would he a sheer waste
of money for the prohibitionists. What-
ever money they may have available would
be very much better spent in wise temper-
snce propaganda than in a perfectly futile
attempt to carry a prohibition poll by
means, of a referendum. The experience, not
only of the last prohibition poll that we had
here. but of all prohibition polls that have
been taken in Australia and New Zealand,
shows there is no trend of thought towards
prohibotion in Australia. Consequently it
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would be futile to hold a referendum on the
subject.

HON. J. J1. HOLMES (Nortlil £6.5]: 1
am entirely in favouir of the amendment.
Since an honouirable understanding was ar-
rived at by the House, it should be re-
speeted. I am more concerned about the
honour and integrity (of the House than
about either the lill or the local optiou
poll. There has been an honourable under-
standing that a referendum should be held
in 1930, and I think the House would do
well to live up to its promises.

Hlon. A. J1. H. Saw: Other hon. members,
are just as jealous of the hionour and in-
tegrity of the Chamber as is the hon. mem-
ber.

Hon.3. J. HOLM.ES: I am nutidisputing
that, but I have as muchi righlt as any other
hon. member to put my views before the
House.

Hlon. A. 3. fl. Saw: But you arc reflect-
ing on the honour of the Chamber.

Hon, J, J. HEOLM.fES: Nothing of the
kind! If I am, the Presideut will call mne
to order. T rose to say a few words, and I
will sit dowvn as soon as I am allowed to
complete my statements. An honourabl,
understanding was arrived at by the House,
and T propose to vote to maintain that boo-
ourable understanding. By voting for the
amendment t shall he living- ti to thnt in-
tention.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [6.61: T
should not have said anything but for the
remarks of the last speaker. He east a re-
flection on other members when be said he
was; livinz uip to an honourable understand-
ing. Only this afternon he supported a
measuire for an amendment of the Land
Act, an Act that was passed in 1917. Cer-
tamn conditions were laid down in that Act.
An amendment was brought in in 192, and
the hon. member who bas just sat down
and who contended that once an Act of
Parliament was passed it should not he
amended-

Hion. J. J. Holmes: T eontended nothing-
of the sort.

Hon. 0. W. MILES: The hon. member
said that was his reason for supporting the
amendment. According to him, Parliament
has no right to amend any Act of Parlia-

meat. That was the gist of the hon. mom-
ber's remarks. It is a reflection on other
members of the House. I intend to oppose
the amendment, and I hope the majority of
the House will do the name for the reasons
I have given.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [6.71: 1
am just as jealous as any other member of
the honour of the Chamber, and I think we
should live uip to what may have been prom-
ised. After all we amend but very few
Bills. We can take all Acts of Parliament
ais promises, if we are going to view the
mnatter in that light. Some years ago an
amndmient of the Licensing Act was placed
on the statute-book. Since then we have
had a trial of the local option poll. It
proved conclusively that the people of the
State are not prepared for prohibition.
There is nothing whatever to suggest that
there will be any increase in the vote for
prohibition at the next poll, whenever it
might be held. Are we, as representatives
of the people, justified in spending an enor-
mous amount of public money and en-
cou raging outside bodies to spend immense
sums on another prohibition pall1V It is very
improper in an hon. member to declare that
there has been lobbying in the Chamber. All
that T have heard about the Bill is simply
the two pamphlets that have been placed
before us, one giving a set of figures, and
the other a long rambling statement that
gets its nowhere. Outside that, I have not
heard one word about the Bill. Certainly
there has been no lobbying up here. Even
in the streets of Perth I have not heard
anything about the Bill. Possibly some-
body spoke to Mr. Stewart about it, but
certainly nobody has spoken to me. When
members talk of the honour of the Cham-
ber and of the necessity for fulfilling prom-
ises, it must be remembered that some Acts
of Parliament have to he amended, and that
to be consistent we would have to vote
against probably 50 per cent. of the Bills
that come before the Rouse.

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
fO-10]: If we look up the records of the
period when the Licensing Bill was; before
Parliament, it will be rioted that both par-
ties seem to be in accord on the proposal
that a five-year period was a reasonable tine
to elapse between the taldn~e of two polls.
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The position now is, not that the Govern- and reform it step by step. We shall get
meat have introduced a Bill to stifle or gaz
the voice of the people before that time
has come around, but that a Bill has been
introduced by a private member and has
been brought down in the interests of those
who have introduced it.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You can scarcely say
that I am interested.

Honl. E. H. HARRIS: No, I mean the
interests of the trade. I do not wish to
imply that the hon. member is associated
with the trade. But I ay that those respon-
sible for tihe introduction of the BiUl are
interested parties. That is to say, there is
a trade in Western Australia interested in
seeing that this referendum is not taken,
while there is another section of the com-
munity equally anxious that it should be
taken. A private Bill has been brought
in, having for its object the gagging of the
voice of the people before the time for the
referendum has arrived. It is not fair, and
I will vote for the amendment.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan-
in reply) [6.12]: No one has more regard
for the houour of the House than have 1.
I certainly would not do an net tantamount
to repudiation of a promise. There is no
repudiation about amendments to Acts ot
Parliament. We make Acts to-day and
amend them to-morrow; the promise of to-
day is revoked to-morrow. Go back to the
Licensing Act, and you learn that the pub-
licans were induced to enter into a business
on certain conditions placed in an Act of
Parliament. Later on that Act was amended
and amended again. Can that he called re-
pudiation? It was necessary. And in the
present instance this is necessary. Because
everybody knows that practically we are
going to throw £15,000 into the gutter for
no good purpose whatever. If it would
help the prohibitionists, I would not object,
Mr. Harris suggested that the Hill had been
introduced by people interested in the trade.
I have no interest whatever in the liquor
traffic. Personally I would like to see the
traffic curtailed as much as possible, but
I am not a fanatic on the question. Rather
am I in line with the two Archbishops, who,
in effect, say, "Let us go slowly in this great
question, which is the product of centuries,

farther ahead by that process than by any
attempt to rush the whole thing." I am
with the Archibisbops in that. Let us go
step by step, if we can, to reform this liquor
traffic. I have had no propaganda on the
subject of the Bill. I have not even received
a circular from the liquor trade, although I
bare reieeived one from the prohibitionists.
And that one is quite misleading; because
if the value of the liquor is £1 or 30s., the
tax on drinking it is 30.

The PRESIDENT: Before the motion is
put I should like an assurance from Mr.
Harris that by his statement that the Bill
had been introduced by people interested in
the liquor trade he did not imply any re-
flection on Parliament.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I should like to
make myself perfectly clear.

The PRESIDENT: I should like an as
surance that the hion. member's statement
wvas not intended as a reflection on Parlia-
ment or on those who brought down the
Bill.

Hin. E. H. HARRIS: I can give that as-
surance. Also I can assure Mr. Lovekin
that I did not mean to suggest that he is
interested in the liquor trade in any shape
or form, or interested in the Bill any more
than to introduce it on behalf of the people
who desired that it should be introduced.

Hon. H. STEWART: May I be permitted
to make a personal explanation? When I
referred to lobbying, I distinctly meant the
lobbying in 1922. 1 have not seen anything
at all of it on this occasion. I am very
Sorry if I did not make that clear.

Hon. A. J1. H. Saw: Now wvhat about Mr.
Holmes?

Honl. J. J. HOLMES: If I have anything
to apologise for, I apologise.

Amendment (six months) put and a
division taken with the following resut:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Hon. Hi. a- Harris
Ho. J. J. Holmes
Hlon. Sir W. Latblalo
Hon. W. J. Mann

7
1s

.. 11

AXIS
lion, a. Stevant
Ron. Sir H. Wittennom
Hon. a. Seddon

I (Telter.)
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Lion. V. Hatnersley
H-In. 0. A. Kemptonl
HOD. W. It. Kiuso
Hon. A. Losekin
Han. 0. W. Mile
Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. A. .1. H. Raw
Hon. I-. A. Stephenson
Mon. V. Rose

(i Ttter)

Amendment thus negatived.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.ma.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee witbotu
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL-POOR PERSONS LEGAL
ASSISTA2NOfl

Assembly's M saeRqetfor
Conference.

Message from the Assembly agreeing tot
amendments Nos. I to 10 and disagreeing to
amendment No. 11 made by the Council now
considered.

In Comm atittee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chiet
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

'No. 1.-Insert a new clause, to stand n
Clau.-e 13, as follows: -13. (1) Except .a
herein provided no public solicitor or prac-
titioner shall solicit, take, or agree to take
or seek to obtain any payment, fee, profit,
or reward for the conducting of proceedings
or any expenses in connection therewith or
make or attempt to make any arrangement
or agreement to share in the proceeds of any
judgment or moneys or property which may
be obtained or recovered on behalf of any
poor perion, and any solicitor or practi-
tioner so doing shall be liable at the suit of
Minister to repay or re-deliver the same to
the Minister on demand, and also to pay by
way of penalty such sum as the Minister
may in his sole discretion demand or fix u-
to double the amount of the payment, fee,
profit, or reward, moneys or property rv-
ceived by such solicitor or practitioner, and
the name of every such perion will be re-

Nes.
Hon. C. t. Baxter
Bon. J1. X. Brown
Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. J. ht Drew
Ron. J. swing
Ron. J. T. Franklin
Hon. G. Fraser
Non. W. T. Glasheen
Hon. E. H. Gray

moved from the said list referred to in see-
don four hereof. (2) If any payment, fee,
profit. reward, money or property shall be
nodle, given, paid, delivered or promised all
rig-ht or leave giveu to any poor person to
proceed or to receive legal assistance under
this Act shall be cancelled and 'withdrawn,
and such poor person shall not again be ' en-
titled to receive legal assistance under this
Act in any proceedings which may be
brought or instituted by or against him Sava*
by leave of the 'Minister."1

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's rea-
sons for disagreeing are--

That the act of charging fees, etc., is
already prohibited b~y the Rules of the Supreme
Oourt, Order XV 1., Rule 26, dealing with the
subjec t, and also already provided f or in Clause
6 in the Bill.

Thle CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-

That the amendment be not insisted on.

I regret to have to move the motion. When
Mr. Nicholson put his amendment on the
Notice Paper I regarded it as a valuable
adjunct to the Bill. I sent it to the Crown
Law Department and it wai approved liy
three officers of the department, one the
draftsman of the Bill and another occupying
a high position. The Minister for Justize
also had no objection to it. I should no)t
like to see the passage of the measure de-
layed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I appreciate the
remarks of the Chief Secretary. The amend-
ment is of some importance. I would not
ask the Committee to insist on it or seek La

conference unless I considered the amend -
mnent of benefit. Another place must
have overlooked the fact that the rules of
our Supreme Court differ slightly from
those in England. Clause 12 of the Bill coo-
templates that some fee should he allowed
to a practitioner who may be assigned as
solicitor to a poor pergon. Order XVI,
Rule 26 states that while a person sunes or
defends as a pauper, no person-which
would include the practitioner-shall take
or a-.ree to take or seek to obtain f rom hiA11
any fee, proft or reward for the conduct ot!
his business in the court, and any person
who does so shall be guilty of contempt of
court. In the English rule a few words
have been inserted at the commencement of
the rule, "Except as provided by this order,"
etc. The insertion of those words makes all
the difference between the order prevailinz



2706 [COUNCIL.]

here and that prevailing in England. [a is carrying on a subdivision of part of the
the new rules recently introduced for poor
persons in England, provision was made for
payment. The old rules in England, fromi
which our rules were copied, contain no pro-
vision for the payment of a solicitor ap-
pointed for a poor p'erson. To get over the
difliculty the words mentioned were inserted
at the beginnin 'g of the clause. Our rules
do not contain those words and the result
would be that if a solicitor assigned for a
ease accepted fees, he would be offcndintr
against the rules of the court, although coin-
ing within the provisions of this measure,
and there would be a conflict. I was carefuli
to provide for the poition by prefacing the
new clause with the words, "Excc1 ,t as here-
in provided," etc. There is no provision in
the rules of our Supreme Court to remao-,c
the name of a solicitor from the list to
be created under this measure. If aL
solicitor were guilty of contempt of court,
it might be possible to remove his name
under the powers relating* to eontempt,
but when we are passing a special
measure. we should enact the provisions
and safeguard the position as much as
nossible for the benefit of the poor persoe.
In these circumstances it would he desir-
able that the matter should receive further
consideration. I think we might invite an-
other place to meet us in conference, and
under Standing Order 225 T move an
amendment-

That a conference with the Legislative A.
sembly he requested andl that at such confer-
ence the nuanerq to represent thn C'ouncil he
the (hief Seer,'tan*. Rion. Sir William TiAthinin
and the mover.'

Amendment put and passed, and a nie
sage accordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL-LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

Afessatre from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made byv the Council.

DILL-ROAD CLOSURE (No. 3).
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. HT. Kitson-West) [7.501 in moving the
second reading Maid: The Bill is rendered
necassarv by the fact that the Clity Council

endowment land. There is a road shown on
the plan of this particular land and it in-
terferes with the proposed subdivision. The
road is only surveyed, it is not made, and
to all appearances is nothing but waste sand.
It is desired that the road be closed and
that certain deviations as provided in the
subdivision be utilised instead of the par-
ticular road. The road was excluded front
the Crown Grant of this land, and the
Council desire that the land in such road
shall be held uinder the same conditions as
the endowment land. The Bill is therefore
submitted to close the road and include the
roadl within the endowment. There is no
departmental objection to the proposal and
I understand that the proposed sulbdivision
is on up-to-date town planningr lines. The
Act will have effect when proclaimed, and
will not be proclaimed until the deviation
has been declared. I mov-

That the Bill1 be now read a second time.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIW
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [7.53]: Many
members may be aware that in the original
lay-out of not only the endowment lands
but also wvhat is known as the lime kilns
estate there were several roads. The whole
of the endowment lands, together with the
lime kilns estate, are being laid out on the
latest town planning lines, and it is for
that reas~on that the City Council desire to
close this particular road which runs across
some of the other roads. That is the only
purpose of the Bill, and I have much pleas-
ure in supporting it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed throuith Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BJILCOAL INES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 18th December. Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honorary Min-
ister in charge of the Bill.



[20 DECEMBER, 1928.J 2707

Clause 5-Classifieation of inspectors
(partly considered) :

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on this clause.

Hon. H. STEWART: I move an amend-
mext-

That paragraph (c) be struck out.

On the second reading I said we had Gov-
ernment inspectors appointed to responsible
positions to look after the safety of the
workers in the mines. Also I said I could
see no necessity for the appointment of
workmen's inspectors.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I must
oppose the amendment. The appointment
of workmen's inspectors is one of the prin-
cipal reasons for the Bill. It is nothing new
in this State. For over 2R years in the coal
mines they have had workmen's inspectors,
although under a different name, that of
cheek inspectors. Also for years past we
have tiad workmen's inspectors in the gold
mining industry and also in the timber in.
dustry. So it is no new principle. -1f it
'will give satisfaction to the mniners to have
an inspector elected by themselves and ap-
pointed subject to the approval of the Min-
ister, we should be prepared to agree to it.
I may say also that the proposal meets with
the approval of the employers in the indus-
try.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I will support the
amendment. I can see no necessity for ham-
pering the industry by the appointment *if
workmen's inspectors. For one thing, it
means having two or three men to do one
man's work which, in consequence, will not
be done at all. The fact that the employers
agree to this proposal does not appeal to
me, because in this industry the emt-
ployers can pass on any increased cost.

Hon. C. B. Williams : The Government
are going to pay for these inspectors.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Who are the Gov-
ernment?

Hon. C. B. Williams: We are.
Hon. 3. J. HOLMES: The position is too

funny for words. Because those in the in _
dustry wish to have these workmen's inspec-
tors, the country is asked to agree to this,
and wre are told we already have such in-
spectors in such-and-such an industry, and
so why not in the coal mining industry?

Hon. 3. EWING : Under the original
Act of 1902 cheek inspectors have been

appointed in' the interests of the workers.
It is now proposed to substitute one work-
mien's inspector for three check inspectors.
The clause provides for the appointment of
workmen's inspectors,, but tie Onverument
will pay the cost. This system has been in
existence for the past 28 ycar-, and n, ciii-
bodied in the principal Act. It is merely
proposed to substitute workmen's inspectors
for check inspectors. Notv''.Iisaiding wdint
Mr. Holmes said, these workmen's inspectors
wvill not hamper the industry. They will
make inspections, and if they 'ad anything
wrong they xviii notify the departmiental in-
specter. TLey will havco no statutory au-
thority, but will be appointed by the miners
to make inspection. in the interests of the
miners themselves. The fact that the em-
ployers have agreed to the proposal in suffi-
cient justification for passing it. The ap-
pointment of workmen's inspectors will
carry no reflection on the departmental
inspector, for all in the industry are satis-
fled with his v ork.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I should like to put
Mr. Williams right. Ile said, 'WVe are the
Government." I fipti that the Minister in
another place, in moving the secondl rending
of the Bill, said the Collie coal miners had
held a meeting, carried a re~olntion and in-
formed the Governnw,, that if they (lid not
get their workmen's inspectors they would
stop work.

Hor. J. Ewiui-,: Is that right?
Hon. J. .1. 1LOLVEES : Yes, it is In

"Hansard" as a statement by M'Ar. Munsie.
Under the Standing Orders I am not
allowed to quote it.

The CHAIRMAN : I assume the hon.
member is quoting from memory.

Hoit. J. J. HOLMES: That is so. The
miners said that if they did not get this
inspector appointed they would stop work
within 15 days. In view of that, who is in
control of the country-the occupants of
the Treasury benches, or the Collie coal
miners?

Hon. J. Ewing : Are you sure of that
statement?

Hon. 3. J. HOLMES : Here it is in
"Hansard." Read it for yourself. The Gov-
ernment do not consider this appointment
necessary. They were opposed to it, but
when the Collie coal miners put the pistol to
the head of the Government the proposal
was accepted.
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Hon. H. STEWART: The Honorary Mini- Hon. E.i H. HARRIS: The only quallifica-
ister said the purpose of these inspectors
was to inspect the mine and see that it was
safe for the men working in it. There are
six mines at Collie, and I understand the
departmental inspector, specially chosen for
his qualiflcations, is already doing that work.
Of course there should be inspections of the
mines in the interests of safe working. But
that is assured by the Government inspectors
who, if not sufficient in number, can be in-
creased. Because the Collie miners have
been permitted to have their check inspec-
tors, is no reason why we should agree to the
appointment of workmen's inspectors. The
Collie coal mining industry depends largely
on Government activities, and under agree-
ment the price of coal to the Government
varies with the cost of production. There-
fore the employers are not very much
interested in this proposal for the appoint-
ment of workmen's inspectors. I do not
know of any other State in the Common-
wealth where workmen's inspectors are
appointed.

Hon. J. Ewing: Yes, everywhere in New
South Wales.

Hon. H. STEWART: Cheek inspectors,
not workmen'9 inspectors.

Hon. J. Ewing : It is the same thing.
They are appointed in the same way.

Hon. HI. STEWART: Yes, but paid in an
entirely different way.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I could under-
stand the omnosition to thk% clause if. there
had been any decent argument against it.
The Leader of the Opposition in this Cham-
ber, Air. Holmes, has stated that because a
pistol was held at the head of the Govern-
ment the Bill has been brought down. The
principle outlined here has been followed
for many years. A workmen's inspector
takes all the responsibility off the mine
cwner and the Government inspector. He
is the workers' representative in the mine.
If he passes a work as safe, the workers
have no argument against anything that may
occur. Some Government inspectors are not
possessed of the same practical knowledge
as workmen's inspectors. The cost of an
inspector would not be great, and as tao
employers have agreed to this, I fail to see
why members should op)pose it. So far as 1
'tan gather, the Government of the country
is really in this House. 'Mr. Holmes sees red
in the eyes of other people. It is time he cut
himself adrift from his Bolshevik tendencies.

tions required of a workmen's inspector are
that he shall be popular and have worked in
a mine for flve years. In Newcastle the
workers elect their own representative and
he is responsible to them atone.

Hon. J. Ewing: They will do the same
under this Bill.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: No, the Ulovern-
meat are to pay. There is in) provision for
a workmen's inspector to miake an entry in
the hook. The only penon :iuthori-wd to do
that is the inspector.

H~on. J1. Ewvii '.: No, tilt workmen's in-
spector. You are putting- the whole thing
incorrectly.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: An inspector is
not an inspector unless he comes under the
Public Service Act, unless he is an inspector
of mines, or unless he is the State mining
engineer. Such a man is the only one who
can make an entry in the book. It is now
proposed to abolish check inspectors and
substitute a workmen's inspector, who is not
authorised to make an entry in the book.
Mr. Williams, in language more forcible
than polite, stated I was not telling the
truth when I said the unions interfered with
the selection of men appointed on the mine
workers' relief fund. Will the Honorary
Minister give us an assurance that there will
be no such interference by the unions in the
selection of their representative if this Bill
is passed?

Hon. G. Fraser: Who will appoint the
inspector?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Nominations will
be called by the Government and five or six
men may nominate for the position. The
union may then call upon them to stand for
a pro-selection ballot, and when one has been
selected, the others will be called upon to
retire. That has been the practice in Kal-
goorlie. I want to know whether this Will
also happen in the coal mining industry.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Mr. Harris
has again made an incorrect statement.

Hon. E. H. Harris: In connection with
what?~

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: In connection
with workmen's inspectors4 in Kalgoorlie.

Hon. E. H. Harris: T spoke of the mine
workers' relief fund.

Hon. C. B. WTLLLUIS: He said the
unions selected workmen's inspectors or
cheek inspectors
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Hon. E. HI. Harris: I said nothing of the
kind. I said the unions interfered in connec-
tion with the representatives on the mine
workers' relief fund.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hon. mnem-
ber has made an incorrect statement in con-
nection with the mine workers' relief fund.
The union would not allow any pro-selection.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Will you give me
your word of honour that this did not hap-

pen"
Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS:8 Any member of

any union can stand for selection. The eon-
tributons to the mine workers' relief fund
cover 20 or 30 unions in different parts of
the State. Any memhor can stand, and there
has never been any attempt to prevent them.
I was secretary of the Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der A.W.U. mining branch, and I called for
nomination for that section. There was no
pro-selection whatever. I challenge contra-
diction on the point.

Hon. E. H. Harris: I accept the chal-
lenge.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: On this ques.
tion I am prepared to forfeit a month's pay
to any charity in the State if the hon. mem-
ber will agree to do the same. The election
of check inspectors Mr. Harris says amounts
to the election of the most popular man. I
duresay that applies also to members of Par-
liament. However, the election is conducted
on the Senate system, and every man in
the mining industry has a vote in the elec-
tion. I ask Mir. Harris to be fair and not
let party bias sway him. The election of
cheek inspectors in Kalgoorlie is something
altogether apart from the unions. On the
last occasion there were 28 candidates, and
the candidate who had held the position for
15 year- was re-elected. The voting is for
double the number of men required, and one
over. The workers do not vote for a masn be-
cause he has a nice smile, but because he is
capable of doing the job. Unfortunately,
there are factions, but they do not enter into
this question.

Hon, E_ H. HEARRIS: The hon. member
defnitely stated a moment ago that there is
no provision in the union rules or regula-
tions for pre-selection for representatives.

Hon. C. B. William: Not in the union.
Hon. C. B. HARRIS: I wish to quote

an extract from the "'Worker" of the 18th
February, 1927, reporting a meeting of the
A.W.U. Mining Branch, K. and B. section,

of which Mr. Williams was secretary until
he was elected to adorn this Chamber-

The time of taking the ballot to select the
union's nominee for the position of employees'
representative on the board of thu Mine
Workers' Relief Fund was extended to Satur-
day, 19th February, it being arced that the
two candidates would be nominak-d with the
fund for the position, the loser in the union's
pie-selection ballot to subsequently withdraw.

The hon. member deflnntely said there was no
such rule or regulation.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I repeat it.
Ron, E). H. HARRIS: Let me repeat

something from the "Worker" of a week
later, the "Worker" of the 4th March,
1927-

A.W.U. Mining Branch, K. and B. Section.
The secretary, Mr. Williams, announced that
Mr. Daniel Collins had been succssful in the
ballot to select the union 's nominee for thr,
vacancy on the Mine Workers' Relief 'Fund
Board, as employees' represestative. Messrs.
IF. Banham and D. Collins had 'both nominatedl
with the board for the vacancy, hut as a result
of the ballot above referred to, Mr. Baxiham
withidrew his nomination, This left Mr. Collins
as the only nominee, and be was therefore
elected to the board sa employees' representa-
tive, unopposed.

I give that to the Chamber as a direct con-
tradiction of the hon. member's statement
that the union bas no power to conduct, and
does not conduct, pre-selection, ballots. Mr.
Williams himself made that announcement.

The CHATRMAN: Order] I wish the
bon. member to convect his remarks with
the clause.

Hon. E). H. HARRIS: Will the Honorary
Mlinister guarantee that when the regula-
tions for the appointment of workmens' in-
epectors are framed the union will not avail
itself of pro-selection, which would prevent
the whole of the employees, as proviaed by
the Bill, fr-om selecting a representa-
tive. When such tactics as those are
adopted, thiere is no free choice. In
connection with all measures under which
representatives are to be selected, and par-
ticlarly in this case, there should be some
regulation to prevent the adoption of such
measures in their selection.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Despite what
the hon. member has read out, .1 repeat that
there is no pre-selection for anyV position
whatever in the union of which I was sec-
retary.

Hon. E. H. Harris: D~o you isay that what
I have read out is untrue?
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Hon. C. B. WILLIM'IS: I do not for a
moment say that it is untrue, but I do say
there is no pro-selection.

Hon. E. H. Harris:- But here is the proof.
Hon. C. B. WYILLtAMS: There is no pre-

selection. Any member of the union could
have stood for the position when Collins
and Banham nominated. I was never sec-
retary of the A.W.U. Mining Branch, but
secretary of one section of it; and one sec-
tion of the union could never hold a pro-
selection ballot to the detriment of another
section. It has never been done yet. Mr.
Harris does not understand the Press cut-
tings he has read out. He is fishing for
something he will not get. If there is to
be pro-selection, the union's rules must per-
mit it. Any financial member has the right
to stand. Between 20 and 30 unions are
concerned in the matter. I repeat my chal-
lenge to Mr. Harris regarding pre-selection.

Hon. J. EWING: It seems that Mr. Bar-
dis was in error in the -statement be made to
the House.

Hon. J. J. Holmnes: He has blown you
out all right?

Hon. J. EWING: Nothing of the sort.
I do not wish to prolong the debate. The
Bill is a perfectly plain one. Three differ-
ent classes of inspectors are dealt with.

The CHAIRM3AN: The workmen's in-
spector is the only class dealt with by the
amendment.

Hon. J. EW-ING: The stibelause contains
nothing new, and I do not know why ob-
jection should be taken to continuing what
has been a practice in the industry.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .8. . .

'Noes . .. . .. 12

Mnjoritv against

Ayms.
Hon. W. T1. Glasbeen B on. H. Seddon
Hon. V. Hameruley Hon. Hf. A. Stepbenqon
Hon. 11 ff. Harrimt Non. H. Stewart
Hnn. Sir W. Labhil Hon. .1. 3. Bo01mes

MTetier.)

Ron. T. _ iarowo
Have. J. hi. Drew
Hon. J. Ewint
Hon. J. r'. Franklin
Hon. 0. Framer
flen. B. H. Ptray

NlOR
Then.OG.A lKenptnv
Hon. W. H. Wilson
Hon. J. ?4icooia
Boo. B. Rope
Mon. C. U. Williams
'Nea. W. J. Mann

frTerde.)

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
at a later stage.

BILL-POOR PERSONS LEGAL
ASBI8TAHOE.

Assinnbly's Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council's request for a conference, and had
appointed Hon. J. C. Willeock, Ron. G..Tsy-
lor and Mr. Davy as managers, the Presi-
dent's room as the place, and the time
forthwith.

Sitting suspended f-rm 3,33 to 10.30 p.m.

Conference Managers' Report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have to
report that the conference managers met anti
agreed that the amendment made by the
Council be no longer insisted on. I move -

flat the report be adopted.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: In supporting thxe
Chief Secretary's remarks I should like to
add that after considering amendment Noi.
11, it was agreed, in order to enable the Bill
to be passed into law, that the provision-,
contained in the amendment should be re-
fered to the Supreme Court to ascertain
whether rules could be devised to compre,
hend those provisions. If it is possible to
get rules sufficiently comprehensive, that ar-
rangement will meet the case. If it is found
impossible for rules to be made sufficiently
wide, the Minister for Justice has promnised
that another measure will be introduced next
session to meet the deficiency.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

Assembly's Further Message.

- Message from the Assembly received and
4 read notifying that it had agreed to tht;

- recommendations of the conference.

BILLr-COAL MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.
In comm ittee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the,
sitting. Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the
Honorary Mfiniiter in charge of the Bill.

Clause 5--Classification of inspectors:
The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reporte~d

on this clause.
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Bon. H. SEDDON: I move an amend-
met-

That in paragraph (c) the words "has been
eagaged in general practical underground min-
ing work as a working miner or at least five
years'' be struck out, and the following in-
serted in Jien :-" is possessed of a first or
second-class muining engineer's certificate as
defined in Section 24 of the principal Act''

Since so much responsibility is to be placed4
up~onI a wrorkinanis inspector, and his opinionl
will be quoted, it is de4rable that he shout I
be able to stand up alongside other in-
spectors and mine mannagers, and that hi-,
opinion should have the same weight as
those with whom he has to contend.

The HONORAkRY MINISTER: I Am
opposed to the amendment. We have J1Q

right to direct that the workers shall he
limited in their choice of the man who shah
be their inspector, and to say that he must
be possessed of certain certificates. The
men whvo are engaged in the industry should
he left a free hand in the selection of the
inspector they want. There are some who
are engagd in mining operations who Are
possessed of the certificatei referred to by
Mr. Seddon, but there may be eases wher.
such men would not be available. To re-
strict the choiep of the miners in the way%
proposed would be going too far. After
all, the workers thems~elves are the best
judges.

Hon. H. Seddon: Are they?
The HONORARY ITNISTER: They

are better judges than the hon. member who
has never worked in a coal mine.

Hon. J1. J1. Holmes: Who has to pays
The HONORARY 'MINISTER : The

Government arc patying.
Bon. J. J. Holmes: Then we should hart;

somne say in the matter.
Boa. E. H. Harris: You say the Governl-

ment are going to pay for an tinqualified
man.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1. T314
not say anything of the kind.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You are suggesting
it.

The HONORARY INISTER: No one.
will he appointed without the requisite
qlualification. T cannot allow words to be
put into my month. The fadt that the sanit
conditions aq s euly to the old-mrining in-
dustry are provided for in the Bill should
be sufl9eieut for members..

Han- .1. Ewing: On a point of order. Mr.
Stewart moved to delete paragraph (e) and

on a div ition it was decided it should stanil.
can 3br. Seddon now move his amendment?

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment it
admissible.

Hon. J. Ewing: But the paragraph hias
already been dealt with.

Ron. C. B. WILLIA-MS: IMr. Seddon
should withdraw hi amendment- TLe
average miner is n~ot a well-educated main.
It requires a mnan of in ore than averaget
intelligence to rain these certificates. Therc;
are many excellent and practical meat in the
maines in Kalgoorlie who would make par-
ticularly good inspectors, but through lack
of education they are not in a position to
pass the theoretical examinations that wToii4
he required of them. It is not fair to re-
stict the choice of the meni. They would
not appoint anyone who wim not thoroughly
qualified. The inspector would hare to be
a6 practical man understanding the whole of
the equipment, both top and underground.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM1: I am
impressed by the Honorary Minister's state-
ment that the miiners are best qualified to
select a suitable man. If there are no quali-
fications attached to the position, the in-
spector may be elected for other purposes.
He might be a mischievous man, though I
do not any lie would be. No doubt the work-
ers would be th~e best judges if we knew
the lines on which they were going to judge.

Bion. IIL. STEWART: The Honorary
Minister said that plenty of men working
in the mines held either first-class or second-
class ertifieates. But the position is entirety
Altered by the removal of the check inspec-
tors. who were paid by the men, and the

subtiutonof workmen's inspectors, who
will he paid by the Unovernrnent. The con-
ditions proposed are not ont of the way.

Hon. H1. SEDDON: The subjects of ex-
amnination for second-class certificates, of
competency are-"- arithmetie, elementary
rules: ventilation, theory and practice of,
natuire and propertiest of gases met with in
mines; mining of coal, sinking of shafts,
varions methods; of hewing and working
coal, use of explosives, tapping water, un-
derground haulage: knowledge of the
provisions of the Coal 'Mines Regulation
Act; roadways--making, securing, and
maintenance." Those subjects should be well
within the scope of any coal miner who has
thoroughly stidied his business. A know-
ledge of ventilation and gases is essential.
The insgpector would have to stand up to the
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manager and to fellow-inspectors on vital
questions; and the unqualified man with
merey five years' practical experience
would not be able to do that, especially in
law courts. The appointment should be de-
cided not on popularity but on efficiency.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No doubt
a qualified man would carry more weight
in some quarters than au~ unqualified man
would. There are a number of men employed
in the coal mines holding first-class or
second-class certificates, but it may be that
not one of those men is desirous of occu-
pying the position of inspector. Even if
they are desirous, it is not fair to restrict
the choice of the miners to the few men
holding certificates. We may take it for
granted that the workers in the industry
know whether applicants for the position
are fit and proper persons to hold it, andl
whether the workers can have confidence
in them; and thjose are the main points.
There is a further safeguard: apart front
the five years' practical experience, if the
Minister is not mtisfied with the qualifica-
tions of the man selected, he has the right
to veto the appointment.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: In connection with
ordinary mining, it is not necessary to have
a man possessing the qnalifications sug-
gested in order that he may take the posi-
tion of manager or even of underground
manager, but it is; quite different in the coal
miningo industry. The least we can do, it
.we nrc to appoint some person as a work-
men's inspector in order that he may act as
a check upon other inspectors, is to pro-
vide that he shall be fully qualified to hold
that position.

Hon. J. EWING: The Honorary Mlinister
has pointed out that we will restrict the
choice, and in addition I would state that
the number of men possessing second-class
certificates are few and far between. I do
not think the proposal will be workable.

Amendment put and a division called for.
The CHAIRMAN: Before I appoint the

tellers, I give my deliberative vote with the
noes.

Division taken with the following result-
Ayes .. . . . 1'
Noes . .. . .. 12

Majority against

Hon. W. T. Ilasaflen
Hon. V, Hameraley

Hon. E. H. Harris
Hon. .1. J. Holmes
lion. Sir W. Lathlmin
Finn. J1. Nicholson

N
tiri. Ai I. fHrnwn
Hon. .1. t'knrnell
Ron. J. Al. Draw
'Itmi .. T F jucl

I 0, .C Fnasrie
lion. S. 11i. Gray
Ron. 0. A Kenaptun

TB'.

Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. HI. A. Stephenson
Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. C. H. Wittennmm
Hon. A. Lontelo

(Teller.)

ORla.
lungu. W., i Kiuenn
Hutn. W. Ai Martn

Hon, lP_ Ravw
Huna C. U, Wifl111lnlb
Hen,. .1. Ewiopg

(Telier.)

Aniendmnent thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 0-Conditions of appointment:
lon. E. H. HARRISw: I move an amend-

ment-
That in E a after "'no"' the words "'de-

liartnw ntM, spvcial or workmen 's" bo inserted.

We are to have three classes of inspectors
and the definition clause in the parent Act
provides only for Government inspectors or
the State -Mining Engineer. The amendment
will cover the additional type of inspector
and will place all on the same basis,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am ad-
vised that the amendment is unnecessary
because the word "inspector" covers them
all.

Hon. J. Ewing: That is right.
The HONORARY MINSTER: I have

no objection to the amendment. At any
rate, the definition in the parent Act really
contains all that is necessary.

Hon. El. H. HARRIS: But the definition
in the parent Act merely provided for a
Government inspector or the State Mining
Engineer. I suggest that that definition
will not cover a workrmen's inspector or a
special inspector.

Hon. 3. EWING: Mr. Harris is quite
correct in his contention. I have locked up
the parent Act.

Hon. H. Stewart: You denied that very
statement earlier in the evening?

Hon. 3. EWING: I support the amend-
went.

.Amendment put.

-. The CHAIRAN: I declare that the
19noes"' have it, and the amendment passes

- in the negative.
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Ron. E. H. HARRIS:- .1 desire to point
out, Mr. Chairman, that youa put the amend-
inent wrongly. I made no provision for
striking out any word, but for inserting
words.

The CHAIRMAN: I put the amendment
in the form I understood the hon. member
to wore it, and declared it negatived on the
voices,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: But we did not
rote on the amendment as I moved it. I
shall have to recommit the Bill in order to
rectify the position.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member can
do that if he so desires.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
no objection to the amendment, Mr. Chair-
man.

The CHAIRMAN: The Bill will have to
he recommitted.

Clauses 7 and 8--agreed to.

Clause s-Powers of inspector:

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I move an amend-
ment-

Thait after 'any' in line one of Subelause
3 '"departmental, special or workmen's in-
sPeetors " he inserted.

If the departmental inspector, having in-
spected a mine, has to enter his -report in
the book kept for the purpose of the mine,
why should not the special inspector or the
workmen's inspector do the same ?

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment is
practically the same as that moved by the
bion. member to Clause 6, which was lost
a few momenta ago. The hon. member has
intimated that he will move to recommit the
Bill for the purpose of further considering
Clause 6, and presumably to amend it in
the direction in which he now attempts to
amend this clause. .! suggest that if he does
recommit the Bill and succeeds with his
amendment to Clause 0, this amendment
will be consequential.

Hon. E. H.TA RIS: No, Ido not think
so, for we are not altering the definition.
The amendment to Clause 6 would have no
bearing upon this.

The CH1AIRMAN: Very well.
The HONORARY MINISTER: I have

no objection to a portion of the amendment.
But the special inspector will! be appointed
for a special purpose, and I suppose that
on every occasion it will be teehuicel or

scientific matters that he will have to deal
with. In any event it will be his duty to
report to the Minister who appointed him
to make the inspection. He should not be
eompelled to record in the book kept on the
mine, the result of his special investigation.
If the Mfinister appoints a special inspector
for a special purpose, the Minister it is to
whom the inspector should report. Then if
necessary the Minister will notify the mine
owner.

Hon. 'F. H. HARRIS:- I agree with what
the Minister said. Therefore I move an
amendment on the amendment-

Thnt the wvord ''special'' proposed to be
inserted be deleted.

Amendment on the amendment put and
passed; the amendment, as amended, agreed
to.

Clause as amended put and passed.
Clauses 10 to 14-agreedl to.
Title--agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

Beeominmtel.
On motion by Hon. E. H. Harris, Bill re-

committed for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clauses 6 and 11. Hon. J. Cornell
in the Chair; the Honorary Minister in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 6-Conditions of appointment:

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I move an amend-
ment-

That in line five ''inspector" be struck out
and ''departmental, special or workmen 's in-
spectors" be inserted in lieu thereof.

The HONORARY MINISTER: As 1 sug-
gested previously, I have no objeetion to
the intention of the hon. member, but I am
advised that it would be as -well to have
the word "inspector" instead of "inspec-
tors. " The hon. member's object would be
achieved by inserting the words "depart-
mental, special or workmen's" before "in-
spector."I

Hon. E. H. HARRIS:. Very well, I will
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I move an amend-

ment-
That before "inipcctor'' in line ire the

wor4IR "rlepartmental, special or workmens"
be insprterl.
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Hon. J3. EWING; Section 4 (8) of the
principal Act defines inspector as inspector
of mines or the State Mining Engineer.
Would it not be better to amend the defini-
tion I

Hon. H. STEWART: Mr. Ewing has now
awakened to the f act that there is a prin-
cipal Act and that Mr. Harris was right
some time ago in suggesting that the defini-
tion be amended. If -we now begin to amend
the Act to give '-inspector" the comprehen-
sive meaning suggested, without carefully
considering the effect of the amendment, we
shall be making a mesa of the whole statute.

Amendment put and passed; the clause.
1.8 amended, agreed to.

Clause 11-nspector not to report or
divulge information:

Ron. E. H. HARRIS: I move an amend-
snent-

That in line I ''an" be struck oat with a
view to inserting "No departmental or work-

me S.,

Mr. Ewing suggested amending the defini-
tion. The Minister would not aree to that
because workmen's inspectors would then
come under the Public Service Act.

Amendment (to strike out "an") put -id
passed.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I wove an amend-
ment-

That the words "No departmental or work-
men's'" be inserted in lieu of the word struck
out.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Are we
doing the right thing in thus amending the
clause? It is stipulated that an inspector
shall not make a report, except an official
report to his superior officer. Who is the
superior officer of a workmen's inspector7

Ron. E, 11. Harris: The people who pay
hint

The HONKORARY M1INISTER : Would
the employees of the mine be his superiors?
If not, he could not make a report to the
miners. The departmental inspector may be
regarded as his superior officer, but I cannot
see that there will be any connection between
the departmental inspector and the work-
men's inspector.

Hon. E. 11. HARRIS. I had thought this
amendment would be consequential, hut I
can now see there may be difficulties in the
interpretation unless the clause is re-drafted.

Perhaps it would be as well at this late hour
to abandon the amendment.

Hon. H. STEWART: The inspector must
not report or divulge information. That
safeguard is inserted for the security of the
wine ownerz.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. E]. H. HARRIS: I move an amend-
wnent-

That in line I tilt word "'not"' bo struck out.

Amnendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with further amendments,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO PRESI-
DENT.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ask
leave of the House to move a motion with-
out notice.

l-eave given.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-Central) [11.37]: 1 mnove--

That this House, at the request of the Pre-
sident, agrees to grant him six mionths' leave
of absecre as from the let day of January
next on the ground of urgent private business.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended froms 71.40 p.m. to
12.15 a. m.

BILL-COAL MINES REGULATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

A .asemb7yf.q 31envage.

Message from the Assembly received
read notifviur that it had agreed to
amendments made by the Council.

and
the

CLOSE or SESSION.

Comnplimnentary Remnarkcs.

THE OHmhF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-Central) [12.16] : We have now
finished our labours for this session; there
is. no further business for me to bring be-
fore the Hlouse. Before we depart I wish
to compliment you, 'Mr. President, on the
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able and efficient manner in which you have
presided over the deliberations of the House,
and to thank you for the very great kindness
you have shown during the session. Your
soothing1 influence enables us to part the best
of friends, and moreover in our transgres-
SionS such as they were you have gently and
unnotiveably led us back to the subject
matter. I wish also to acknowledge the effi-
ciency and courtesy of the Chairman of
Comumittees. Mr. Cornell has filled the posi-
tion with credit, and I feel that I echo the
sentiments of the whole House in stating
that his quickness and thoroughness have
contributed to an early adjournment. I also
desire to express the gratitude of the House
to the Clerk of Parliaments, the Usaher of
the B'aek Rod, the members of "Hansard,"
and the other officers of the House for the
able and willing assistance they have ren-
dered to members. All are experienced, off-
cers and they have shown, as usual, marked
ability in discharging their duties. We have
received all possible help from them and I
am sure we feel grateful to each of them
for the satisfaction they have given in their
various parts. In this leave-taking 1 thank
mnenmhers for the kindness they have extended
to me. They have been very considerate to
me in every respect, and I anm grateful for
all the courtesy shown me. I wish all a
merry Christmas and sincerely trust that
each one will enjoy prosperity during the
coming year.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTRNOOM
(North) [12.18]:- As the oldest, even if 1
am not the ablest and most popular member
of the House, I endorse the remarks that
have fallen fromu our respected leader. I
am quite certain that on behalf of all my
colleagues I may sa iy we agree with every-
thing he has stated. We thoroughly ap-
preciate his remarks regarding -you, .
President, and the way you have carried out
your duties. You have shown fair play
to all and a singular ability in discriminating,
between the time to stop a member and the
time to let him go on. It is almost like
repetition of what we utter every year-and
what we trust we shall be able to utter for
a good many years-to say that the Leader
of the House has given intense and thor-
ough satisfaction. He has always been
courteMy itself, most obliging, most thorough,
and what is more, very exact. He never
says a thing unless he is sure of what be is

talking about. If, after he has said tA thing,

it is shown that he was mistaken, the reason
is found to lie in the fact that the full in-
formation was not within his knowledge. I
need hardly say we are all extremely pleased
at the manner in which he has carried out
his ditties. Perhaps I may be permitted to
refer also to his capable assistant, the Hon-
orary Mfinister. The Honorary Mfinister has
had a difficult task. We all have a difficult
task in our maiden efforts at anything This
has been his first session and he has carried
out his duties admirably. lie has been very
sincere and I am certain lie has left no de.
tails unsaid. On several occasions he has
almost succeeded in convincing me, though
not quite. Joking apart, he is to be con-
gratu lated on undertaking a difficult ta-su,
and I have no hesitation in saying he has
carried out his duties with credit to himself
and satisfaction to all of us The staff of
the House, as usual, have given highly sat-
isfactory service. Their duties have been
carried out promptly and we have always
known exactly what work we had in hand.
I shall conclude by joining with the Chief
Secretary in wishing you, Sir, and all a
pleasant Christmnas and a happy and pros-
perous New Year.

HON. V. HAMXRSLEY (East) [12.22]:
I wish to endorse the remarks that have
fallen from the other speakers and to join
them in wishing all a happy Christmas and
a prosperous New Year. I specially endorse
the references made to you, M1r. President.
The trust that has been imposed in you has
been most ably discharged. You have con-
trolled the business of the House with dig-
nity and ability, and you have been a reay
help to members tit all times. Let me refer
also to the great tart exhibited and kindly
feelings engendered by the Leader of the
Hloie. Those qualities, I believe, have
gained for his Government a much larger
number of Bills than he would have suc-
ceededa in getting passed under other condi-
tions. The tact displayed by the Leader of
the House has been largely responsible for
the kindly feelings entertained by members
generally for hire and for one another, thus
making the Council a really happy family.
In my remarks I must embrace the Chair-
man of Committees, who has proved of the
greatest assistance to members at all times.
I fear I am one of those that cause him a
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considerable amount of trouble. We recog-
nise that he has exceedingly arduous dutits
to performx and that he fills the trying posi-
tion most creditably. You, Mr. President,
I wish God-speed on your trip to the Old
Country, as well as a successful issue cif

your visit, trusting that you will return to
us invigorated in health.

THE HONORARY IWISTER (Hon..
W. H. Kitson-WeAt) [12.251: 1 am very'
glad to have this opportunity to endorse
everything that has been said by previousi
speakers, both in regard to yourself, .%Mr
President, the Chairman of Committees, tin
officers of Parlinment and the House gener-
ally. I thank Sir Edward Wittenoom 5)v
his kindly refereaces to myself. I Shall
never forget his first remarks to me when
I entered the Chamber, Or the good advice
which at various times since then he lins
given me. I also appreciate the assistance
rendered to me by yourself and the Chair-
man of Committees, as well as by member.,
generally, and the courtesy that has been
extended to me at all times. The work of
the session has been a pleasure. I wish you
all a merry Christmas, and hope we shiall
all meet again.

HOW. J. CORNEILL (South) [12.26]: 1
thank the Leader of the House and other
speakers for their kindly references to mit
in my capacity of Chairnman of Committees:.
I thank all members for the tolerance thcv
have exhibited towards me. T also thankz
the clerks and the "Hansard" staff and all
the officials connected with the House for
their valuable assistance, advice and re-
straining influence. I wish all a happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year, anca
you, Sir, a pleasant And successful journeyv
to the Old Country.

RON- J. R. BROWN (South-East)
[12.2T]: I join with other speakers up to
a certain point. I do not agree with all tJ,[
has been said. Tn the corridors we arc all
friendly, but when we come here we g-et to
one another's throats. To-night T qm
speak-inr from the back bench of the
Labour Party. I also arnreciate all that
the President has done. 'He has certainly'
not looked over-blackly upon me this sessior..
He has usually regarded me as the diqturh-
inL' element of the House, but T am far frm
being that. Othi'r members can Fro on with

impunity, whereas I am pulled up and told
that I must not violate the Standing OrderF.
I wish the President a pleasant journey to
the Old Country. I hope he will sucecess-
fully complete his business, and will return
full of vigour and without the agoni ed look
I have sometimes noticed him wearing. HE
has certainly been good to me this; sessioi.
So far as the Opposition go, I have not i
word of praise to offer, They are alway-
dead against us, and always attempt to stop
anything we want to get through. It is n4
good pulling- a man's leg or scratching his
back, I wish you all a morn, Christmas and
a happy New Year.

THE PRESIDENT [12.29]: 1 would
re-echo what members have said with
regard to the Leader of the House
mid the Honorary Minister. I feel
especially grateful to the Hon. 'Mr. Drew
and his colleagues for the kindness and con-
sideration they have extended to me through-
out the session. I also desire to express my
gratitude for the asgistance rendered to vie
by the Chairman of Committees. He ha
been a very great help, as have also the
officers of the House who by the careful dis.
charge of their duties have rendered my tack
the lighter. I also reciprocate what has beePi
said concerningr the "Ijanqard" staff, whon
have a very arduous duty to perform and
do it creditably. I wish specially to thank,
the various members for what -they have said
regarding the manner in which I have en-
deavoured to carry out my duties. Any
efforts of mine would be futile were it not
for the earnest desire of memnbers to main-
tain the repuitation of the Chamber and tir
make it worthy of its past. The Legislative
Council is the oldest institution in We~tc-i
Australia. Its history is the history of the
Constitutional progress of the State. From
the earliest time to the present, members
have been keenly jealous of the Chamber't,
hich reputation. In such circumstances mny
efforts to maintain order hare been made
easier, and it has been possible to conduct
the business of the House with decorum
and dignity, in keeping with the great
importince of the work of Parlia-
ment. I appreciate the consideration
shown to me by the Council in acceding
to my reques-ct for leave of ahsenoe to enao
me to visit England on urgent private husi-
ness. I asked for leave in view of the pro.
bahility of a special session of Parliament
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in the new year. 1 would not go had I not
received the assurance that there is no ob-
jeetion from any of the members, and that.
they are satisfied arrangements can be made
so that my absence will not affect the work
of the House. While I am away oppol'-
tunities: may arise to enable me to be of
assistance to Western Australia. Anytbiwz-
I can do in that reipect will be readily andi
gladly done. I wish all members a mer-y,
Christmas; and a happy New Year, aund
sincerely hope that the New Year will be a
pr-osperous one for our State.

ADJOURK]MENT.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, J. Mv.

Drew-Central) [12.32]: T move-
That the House at its rising adjourn until

Tiwsular. the 8th January.

Question put and passed.

House ad~journed at 12.38 as.

leoi!Lative BEscmlbiv,
Thursday, 20th December1 1928.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
P.M., and read prayers.

MOTION-F REMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST.

To Disallow Regulations.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate on the following motion moved
by Mr. Thomson:

That the regulation made by the Fremantle
Haerbour Trust relating to wheat for export,
published in the ''IGovernment Gazette"I on the
14th December and laid on the Table of the
House be and is hereby disallowed.

On motion by the Premier, Order dis-
charged.

MOTION-VERMIN ACT.
To Disallow Regulation.

MR. LATHAM (York) [4.36] : I move-
That the regulation made under the Vermin

Act, 1918, published in the ''IGovernment Gaz-
ette'" of the 30th N~ovember, 1928, and lad on
the Table of this House on the 11th Decemn-
ber, bi, and is hereby disallowed.

The new regulation reads-

DVId. All rates imposed and recovered under
Section 100aj and which under Subsection 3
thereof are, subject to regulation, to be applied
in pauymiit of bonuses, shall be charged with
the expvnses incidental Io the administration
atf that section.

I cannot understand how the department
have been able to read into the subsection
the power to charge incidental expenses
against the rate. Subsection 3 of Section
100a reads--

All rates recovered under this section shall be
paid to the credit of an account to be kept at
the Department of Agriculture, and, subject to
regulation, shall be applied under the direction
of the Minister in payment of such uniform
bonhisrs for the destruction of wild dogs, eagle-
hawks and foxes, and such other vermin as
way he prescribed.

The only way in which the rates can be used
is for the purpose specifically set out in the
subsetion. There is no authority to use any
portion of them for administrative or other
expenses. Section 10 of the Act provides-

All moneys appropriated by Parliament for
the purposes of this Act may be applied to
the following purposes, that is to say-(n) for
drfraying the necessary expenses of the cen-
tral administration of this Act . . . .

It can hardly be claimed that no other re-
venue is available for the purpose of pro.
riding incidental expenses. Appropria-
tions are made under Section 10,
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